Effect of heat treatment of human breast milk on its anti-endotoxin antibody activities.
Pooled human breast milk is frequently heat treated before administration to neonates in order to reduce the risk of spreading infection. However, heating such milk by two different routine hospital procedures totally inactivated anti-endotoxin antibodies present, thus greatly reducing the benefit of administering breast milk. Temperature-time parameters of the heat treatment of human breast milk were studied to determine the limits of anti-endotoxin IgG and IgA activities.